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walk and trot the horse around the 
arena, then evaluate the horse on 
how closely the horse matches to 
its specific breed characteristics. 

Student Sydney Ibarra, a soph- 
omore dual majoring in Equine 
Production and Management and 
Business Administration, works 
with the filly during the week. 

Ibarra and PSC Cool Array hold 
the title of third in the nation for 
youth halter mares. Ibarra has a 
youth card for showing and will 
move up next year to an amateur 
card, which is quite an accomplish- 
ment at her age. 

“Showing gives you such a sense 
of accomplishment because you set 
goals and then you work to accom- 
plish them. Plus, showing gives 
you exposure at the Breed Associa- 
tion Level,” said Ibarra 

The equine program gives stu- 
dents opportunities to gain knowl- 
edge and experience in breeding, 
showing, colt starting and indus- 
try-related specifics. 



PSC Cool Array and Ibarra 3rd in Nation 

By Corrisa Connor, 


Ibarra and Miller with PSC Cool Array: a winning combination. 


Staff Writer 

A new champion is on Potomac 
State College’s campus. Her name 
is PSC Cool Array. The people 
around the barn just call her Jazzy. 

PSC Cool Array is a 19-month- 
old filly, who is just one of the 22 
Quarter Horses on Potomac State 
College’s farm. 

PSC Cool Array has won sever- 
al Grand Champion and Reserve 
Champion awards with multiple 
futurity earnings since her arrival 
and is currently standing third in 
the nation of youth mares. She cur- 
rently holds multiple titles: Level 
one East Coast Champion Yearling 
Mare in both Youth and Ama- 
teur, East Coast Halter Futurity 
Champion Yearling Mare in Open, 
Amature and Youth, Pennsylvania 
Quarter Horse Association and 
Nittany Classic Futurity Champion 
Yearling Mare, and WV Breed- 
ers and Mountain State Futurity 
Champion Yearling Mare. 


Photo provided by Jared Miller 

Jared Miller, Equine Studies In- 
structor, explains “PSC Cool Array 
stood with 9 Grands the morning 
of Sept. 17, 2016, at WVQHA. She 
also won the WV Breeders and 
Mountain State Futurity in Year- 
ling mares. She earned points in all 
divisions, 15 total. We are blessed 


and very thankful.” 

The halter division that PSC Cool 
Array competes in is unique to oth- 
er divisions, as the horse is solely 
judged on their composition, bal- 
ance, structural correctness, breed 
and sex characteristics and mus- 
cling. The judges watch the handler 


New Rec Center for Students 


By Alyssa Murray, Staff Writer 

The armory behind Potomac 
State College is being renovated 
into a state-of-the-art recreation 
center for all students. 

The new recreation center will 
be a 5400-square-foot facility and 
feature new flooring with lines 
for basketball and volleyball, new 
basketball hoops, and two walking 
lanes around the gymnasium floor. 

A new exercise room will also be 
available to all students. It will fea- 
ture free weights as well as cardio 
machines donated from the West 
Virginia University Recreation 
Center. 

Along with the gymnasium and 


exercise room, the recreation cen- 
ter will also provide a multipurpose 
room with a mirrored wall, sound 
system and new flooring. This 
room will be the future classroom 
for Zumba, karate, dance and yoga 
classes being offered in the Fall 
2018 semester. 

PSC also aims to create a cheer- 
leading team by using the multi- 
purpose room as the practice space. 

The opening date for the new rec- 
reation center is Jan. 10, 2017, the 
first day of the second semester. 

The goal is to keep the center 
open during weekends (especially 
Sundays), single day breaks from 


school, and late evenings every day 
until around 11p.m. according to 
Athletic Director Shawn White. 

The Lough Gymnasium will shift 
to being used mainly by athletes. 
Dean of Student Affairs William 
Letrent assures that non-athlete 
students will still be allowed to use 
the gymnasium after team practic- 
es; however, the weight room in 
the bottom floor will be reserved 
exclusively for athletes once the 
recreation center exercise room 
opens. 

The recreation center will offer 
students a place to have fun and 
be active during the cold winter 
months. It will also be the main 
area for intramural sporting events, 
such as games and practices; PSC 


is currently in the process of hiring 
an intramural athletics director. 

During the summer months, 
the center will be available to rent 
for weddings, parties and group 
events. During the school year, 
rooms can be reserved by students 
for activities. 

The renovations will not cost 
students higher tuition rates in the 
future. The funding and resources 
for the project come from contribu- 
tions, West Virginia University and 
auxiliary services. 

See photos 
online at 

PSCPasquino.wordpress.com 
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Imes: SGA 

By Molly Browning, Staff Writer 





Nick Imes, SGA President, has big plans 
for PSC. Photo hy Caden Walters 

Nicholas Imes, the newly 
elected Student Government 
Association president, is eager 
to begin making a difference on 
campus. As the new president, 
Imes has set goals in hopes of 
creating a cleaner, safer and 
more enjoyable campus for stu- 
dents and staff. 

Part of Imes’ plans are to put 
more tables and benches on the 
Quad. Another goal is to plan 
more on-campus activities and 
make the campus a safer place. 

“Overall, I want to help make 
Potomac State feel safer and 
cleaner,” said Imes. 

He believes that installing 
more security cameras will 
reduce and discourage crime on 
campus. 

“If we make this effort, I feel 
we can encourage a lot of new 
students to choose our school.” 

Imes stated that if cost and 
resources weren’t an issue, a 
major change he would make 
would be to purchase lots in 
the neighboring area to provide 
more parking for students. He 
would also like to completely 


STUDENT LIFE 


President 


Coach Inspired Change 

by Marquis Lewis, Contributing Writer 


rebuild Science Hall, making it 
new and more efficient. 

Another one of Imes’ goals is 
to hear the requests of the stu- 
dents and help create the cam- 
pus they’d want to live on. Imes 
stays in touch with students by 
attending events, reading the 
Pasquino, and by encouraging 
students to attend the SGA 
meetings. 

The SGA holds meetings that 
allow students to get involved. 

In these meeting students have 
the opportunity to hear about 
activities on campus and to state 
things that they would like to 
see changed. 

Meetings are located in the 
Student Union SGA office. Dates 
can be found on the Potomac 
State College website under the 
calendar link. The meetings are 
also a good place for students 
to learn what the SGA does on 
campus. 

The SGA is responsible for 
planning certain events, delegat- 
ing funds, and listening to the 
needs of students. Organizations 
with the SGA receive funding by 
applying for grants. This money 
goes toward clubs, organizations 
and fun activities on campus. 

The SGA has also sponsored 
charity events and scholarships 
in the past. Many students are 
unaware of the influences SGA 
has on their campus, but this as- 
sociation impacts many aspects 
of student life. 

Read sports articles online at 
pscpasquino.wordpress.com 



Coach Anderson inspired Marquis Lewis 
to be successful. 

Photo by Caden Walters. 

Becoming a freshman in col- 
lege was like a dream come true. 
I always envisioned college be- 
ing exactly how the movies were 
or how the TV pictured it. 

Boy was I wrong. Being at Po- 

“l felt like I was in a 
video game and the 
Game Over screen 
was popping up in front of 
my face every day. ” 

tomac State College has been a 
journey I wouldn’t trade for the 
world. There have been some 
ups and downs, but every event 
has shaped me into the man I 
am today. 

The start of my college career 
was rough. My classes were dif- 
ficult, and I was in an unfamiliar 
state. My grades weren’t show- 
ing how smart I really am. 

I was tilting between a 1.7 and 
2.0 GPA every semester. It felt 
like I couldn’t catch a break. 

I could recall telling my moth- 
er that college was not the place 
for me. 

That all changed when I joined 
Potomac State basketball. I’ll 


never forget the day Coach 
Anderson allowed me to be a 
part of the college basketball 
experience. Coach Anderson ex- 
plained to me that it would not 
be easy. Not only would I have 
to bring my dedication to the 
team, but I would also have to 
work twice as hard in the class 
room. 

One thing Coach does not like 
is a person who does not work 
hard and a person who makes 
up excuses. 

I started to realize it [being 
on the team] was a blessing 
from God that I would not mess 
up. So I stuck to the promise I 
made to Coach and my mother. 

I worked hard on the team and, 
especially, in the classroom. 

Thanks to my hard work, to 
my mother for not giving up on 
me, and to Coach Anderson for 
leading me in the right direction 
and letting me be a part of a spe- 
cial basketball program, I raised 
my GPA from a 1.7 to a 3.0 in 
two semesters. 
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Learn How to Start A 
Business 


Be a Match 

Catamounts Against 
Cancer 

sponsoring program 
to save lives. 

By Aaron Smith, Staff Writer 

Catamounts Against Cancer 
have powered up with the Na- 
tional Marrow Donor Program’s 
Be The Match Registry to give 
Potomac State College students 
a chance to save lives at the 
club’s upcoming Mini Relay For 
Life on Oct. 20. 

Taking place from 6-10 p.m., 
the Mini Relay For Life will 
have the Be The Match Registry 
onsite at the PSC Quad to swab 
participants, who will then be 
notified if they are a bone mar- 
row match for patients with 
blood cancers like leukemia, 
lymphoma, sickle-cell and other 
diseases. 

According to the Be The Match 
program, participants receive a 
quick and painless cheek swab 
so that a sample of cells can be 
obtained. This is then added to 
their registry and compared for 
protein markers of patients who 
need bone marrow transplants. 

The program also notes that 
doctors most often request bone 
marrow from donors aged 18- 
44. The Catamounts Against 
Cancer’s donor registry drive 
targets the registry’s ideal age 
group, making this a wonder- 
ful opportunity to truly bring 
change to those in need. 


Those who join the regis- 
try are listed until their 61st 
birthday, unless they ask to be 
removed. According to Be The 
Match, 1 in 430 members on the 
registry will make a donation to 
a patient in need. 

Last year the Catamounts 
Against Cancer’s Mini Relay 
For Life and Be The Match were 
nearly able to match a PSC 
student donor with a patient in 
need. 

The Catamounts Against 
Cancer’s Relay will also have fun 
activities for students to enjoy 
while supporting a good cause. 

All proceeds from the Mini 
Relay For Life will benefit 
the American Cancer Society 
through the main Relay For Life 
in Mineral County. 

The Catamounts Against Can- 
cer’s event will feature live mu- 
sic, on-campus games, a 50-foot 
video game bus and a luminary 
ceremony. 

Students can also discover 
other clubs around campus at 
the event, where various orga- 
nizations and other relay teams 
will have booths. 

Catamounts Against Cancer’s 
advisor Amy Weaver stated that 
the event is open to the entire 
community with cancer survi- 
vors encouraged to attend. 

An opening ceremony featur- 
ing a survivor’s walk will start 
the event at 6 p.m. 


By Molly Browning, Staff Writer 

Potomac State College stu- 
dents will soon receive the 
opportunity to have real life 
practice in creating a business 
or company. A three-day entre- 
preneurial clinic will be coming 
to the campus for a weekend of 
in-depth tips and tricks. This 
clinic is for all students, who are 
interested in building their own 
business. 

At the clinic, students will 
be participating in pitch 
workshops, team building, 
brain-storming, rapid proto- 
typing and customer discovery. 
These activities will give stu- 
dents hands-on experiences 
of what it is like to start a real 
company. 

Amy Weaver is the event coor- 
dinator, but a company called 3 
Day Start Up will be presenting 
the event. 3 Day Start Up was 
created at the University of Tex- 
as at Austin with the ultimate 
goal of encouraging students to 
start their own businesses and 
gain more entrepreneurial skills. 


Past students in the program 
have gone on to launch popular 
companies such as Timehop, 
Tamyca, Strikingly and approx- 
imately 90 other businesses. 
More information about 3 Day 
Start Up can be found at 3day- 
startup.org. 

Only 40 students will be able 
to participate. All students are 
encouraged to apply for the 
event, regardless of their majors. 
Applications are available online 
at potomacstate.3daystartup.org. 

The event will be held in Davis 
Conference Center on Oct. 21, 
22, and possibly 23. The final 
day will be determined based 
upon students’ availability. 

Meals and snacks will be provid- 
ed the entire time of the clinic. 

The students will also re- 
ceive t-shirts and a certificate of 
achievement for their participa- 
tion. 

For more information, contact 
Amy Weaver at amy. weaver @ 
mail.wvu.edu or call 
304-788-7145. 


15 to Finish 

To earn a college degree in four years, students must complete 
an average of 1 5 credit hours per semester. 

When registering for classes, students should consider this 
goal. Ask your advisor for more information. 
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Orlikoff 

By Paige Harrison, Editor 



President Orlikoff at community welcome. 

Photo by Marketing and Communica- 
tions Department 


Dr. Jennifer Orlikoff has worn 
many hats. She was the director 
for Women’s and Gender Stud- 


ies, a chairman for several com- 
mittees and a leader of student 
trips to France at West Virginia 
University. Now she has a new 
title as the interim president of 
Potomac State College. 

“I am loving PSC! The people 
are so warm and welcoming,” 
said Orlikoff of her new position 
and home in Keyser. Orlikoff 
has lived in West Virginia since 
2008 and says she is a West Vir- 
ginian by choice. 

Other than West Virginia, the 
new president has lived in many 
interesting places. She was born 
in Wisconsin, grew up in Gene- 
va, Switzerland, and has since 
lived in Boston, New Jersey, 

New York City and Memphis. 

Orlikoff is a well-traveled in- 


dividual. “I have a deep love for 
travel and hope to bring part of 
that passion to PSC,” said Or- 
likoff. 

She also spoke about working 
on bringing study abroad op- 
portunities to the students of 
PSC and offering PSC’s Honor 
Program students the chance to 
join West Virginia University’s 
Honors School on a trip to the 
Royal University in Bahrain. 

Overall, Orlikoff said she is 
very impressed with the willing- 
ness of the staff and faculty to 
get involved and work toward 
the happiness, health and suc- 
cess of the students. She wants 
to find the market needs to be 
able to bring new and useful 
programs to the students. 


Ochoa 

By Paige Harrison, Editor 



Dean Ochoa at Fall Kick-Off. 

Photo by Marketing and Communica- 
tions Department 


Gregory S. Ochoa, Ed.D. has 
joined the Potomac State Col- 
lege family as the new dean of 
Academic Affairs. 

Ochoa is a father, husband, 
theater enthusiast and a pub- 
lished author. 

Ochoa has been married for 25 
years and has three children. He 
and his family are in the process 
of moving from Pennsylvania 
to Keyser. Ochoa and his family 
previously lived in West Virginia 
for five years, and he said it is 
exciting to be moving back. 

In his spare time Ochoa enjoys 
theater and the arts. As a hobby 
he likes to act in small commu- 
nity theater productions. He 
once played President Roosevelt 
in a children’s production of 
Annie. In support of theater and 
arts, Ochoa recently became a 


member of Highland Arts Un- 
limited. 

Ochoa has also been published 
in professional journals and is 
currently writing about the im- 
pact of an intercultural dialogue 
college course he helped put 
together. “I would love to find 
a way to write about what we 
do here at Potomac State,” said 
Ochoa. 

The new dean said to watch 
for him to be present at many 
student events this year. He said 
he loves the atmosphere at PSC 
and hopes to find ways for the 
college to be more involved with 
Keyser’s community. 

Ochoa took his selfie with 
WVU’s President Gordon Gee; 
he is now an official mountain- 
eer. 


With a background in wom- 
en and gender studies, Orlikoff 
finds it interesting that she is 
not the first woman president 
at PSC. She is preceded by two 
other females. 

“Women and gender studies is 
such a fascinating field because 
it really trains you to be accept- 
ing of all people,” said Orlikoff. 

If the new president doesn’t 
already sound interesting, here 
is a fun fact that will change 
your mind: she won a silver 
medal in a skiing contest while 
she was in Switzerland. 

Learn more about the 
PSC faculty at 

pscpasquino.wordpress.com 

Professors 

By Paige Harrison, Editor 

Potomac State College wel- 
comes three new instructors to 
its faculty. 

Dr. Angeline Stuckey is the 
new visiting psychology profes- 
sor. 

Jeremy Wilson is also a new 
visiting professor for business 
and computer information sys- 
tems. He previously took care of 
all of the technology needs for 
University Advising at WVU. 

He also taught various classes at 
West Virginia Junior College in 
Morgantown. 

PSC’s third new professor is 
Kevin Arjel, a business instruc- 
tor. Arjel previously served as 
an instructor at George Brown 
College in Toronto and at the 
University of Toronto, Canada. 





October 18, 2016 


PASQUINO 


Page 5 


STUDENT LIFE 


Student Explains 


Diversity 

By Toniqua Hubert, Staff Writer 



Transitioning from a histori- 
cally black college/university to 
a predominately white institute 
was completely smoother than I 
expected. 

At Benedict College, everyone 

I feared 

being unaccepted 
because of my 
African-American race. 


was family-oriented, making it 
feel like home. When I trans- 
ferred to Potomac State College, 

I feared being unaccepted. 

Being unaccepted was a fear of 
mine because prior to attending 
PSC, I’d seen things in the me- 
dia about African-American stu- 
dents being verbally abused by 
Caucasians at different schools. 
A few incidents occurred at the 
University of Missouri during 
the fall of 2015. One involved 
a set of roommates; another 
involved the football players. 
Incidents at Kansas State Uni- 
versity involved social media 
this semester. 

PSC racial composition is 76% 


Caucasian, 15% African- Amer- 
ican, 3% Hispanic, less than 
1% American Indian/Alaskan 
Native, less than 1% Asian, less 
than 1% Native Hawaiian/Pacif- 
ic Islander, and 3% Multiracial. 

PSC welcomed me with open 
arms by having different pro- 
grams on campus that I can 
participate in freely and com- 
fortably. 

Growing up in a black commu- 
nity, my dream has always been 
to make a change and to break 
barriers set for African-Ameri- 
cans. Education, work and social 
barriers need to broken. 

Before classes start at PSC, 
a Student Organizatiedon Fair 
is hosted on the Quad. There I 
had the chance to meet differ- 
ent people and learn about the 
opportunities at the school. 

One organization I found in- 
teresting was the Black Student 
Alliance. At the first meeting, I 
was honored with the presiden- 
tial role. As the president, it’s 
my duty to help set goals/stan- 
dards and get involved with the 
PSC community. I’ve also been 
granted the vice president role 
for the Residence Hall Associa- 
tion. RHA is a student-run or- 
ganization, so one of my objec- 
tives is to get BSA involved with 
them as well. 

Not only am I joining organi- 
zations, but I am slowly becom- 
ing acclimated to the campus. I 
am stepping out of my comfort 
zone a little and viewing things 
from different perspectives. 



Students camped on the Quad. Page photos by Caden Walters 


Diverse Campus 


Students camped, 
spoke on panels, and 
produced a video 

By Dalton Minnigh, Staff Writer 

Bringing awareness to stu- 
dents of different cultures, 
genders, ethnicities and sexual 
orientations — that’s what diver- 
sity week is about. 

Jason Ottley hosted a week 
to celebrate diversity and the 
achievements of diverse groups. 
“I feel we should celebrate diver- 
sity every day,” said Ottley. This 
statement reflects his determi- 
nation to bring diverse groups 
together and help them under- 
stand one another. 

From Oct. 10-14 students 
experienced a variety of events. 
One of the events included tent 
city, where students took part in 
an Appalachian-themed cam- 
pout. For two days, students 
could sleep inside tents on the 
Quad, experience Appalachian 
food (including s’mores) and 


learned how to make a campfire. 

Students could also get hair 
cuts, participate in panel discus- 
sions, hear presentations, and 
play in a basketball game. 

Four journalism students, 

Ali Barrett, Molly Browning, 
Cody Brazil and Alyssa Murray, 
produced a video that concen- 
trates on diverse dialects of PSC 
students. They asked students 
about words that were unique 
to their hometown. The video 
uncovers the similarity be- 
tween students regardless of the 
unique twist in the words they 
say. 

The 

“PSC Journalism 
Diversity Week Video” 
is posted on YouTube. 

Ottley ’s intentions were to en- 
lighten students about diversity 
and how students should accept 
one another with different back- 
grounds. 
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Student Has Successful 


Smith enjoys 
Free Concert 
Tickets and 
Letters from 
Musicians 

by Aaron Smith, Staff Writer 

The sound of screams are so 
deafening it feels as though the 
sound barrier might break. It’s 
the amount of noise roughly 
15,000 frenzied preteen girls 
make as a 5 Seconds of Summer 
concert begins. 

It’s a big difference from the 
calm and collected atmosphere 
when American Idol winner 
Kris Allen performed at Wash- 
ington DC’s The Hamilton, 
performing to mostly twen- 
ty-something and older women. 

Nonetheless, I attended both 
shows working as a photojour- 
nalist. My love of music and 


the concert atmosphere inspired 
me to start POParazzi.org, a mu- 
sic blog that’s grown bigger than 
I could have ever imagined and 
pushed me to pursue my degree 
in Journalism at Potomac State. 

In early 2014, 1 took two of 
my friends to see an up-and- 
coming artist who was on the 
verge of having a breakout hit. 
(Her name is Iggy Azalea, and 
you may have heard of her.) I’d 
always had a knack for find- 
ing under-the-radar artists like 
pre-“Fancy” Iggy, but what was 
different about seeing her show 
was how insanely dedicated her 
emerging fan base was. 

Social media was propelling 
Azalea to fame and “Fancy” was 
taking the world by storm. 

At the end of the night, I was 
inspired to join social media to 
interact with music fans like 
those of Azalea’s, so I made the 
website and wrote a review of 
my thoughts on her show. 


New Travel Team 



A new travel team offers more opportuni- 
ties for students. Photo by Walters 

By Caden Walters, 

Life Style Writer 
Students who are not on the 


Potomac State Men’s Basketball 
Team can now compete on a 
traveling basketball team. 

“I think our new traveling 
team will be a great addition to 
the already existing opportuni- 
ties at PSC,” said the new Head 
Coach Jason Ottley. 

Demetrius Fuentes, a regular 
at late night basketball, is wor- 
ried the new team might actual- 
ly hinder intramurals. 

“Does that mean basketball is 


Music Blog 

What started as a place for 
me to share my thoughts on my 
favorite artists’ work with others 
quickly grew into more than I 
could have imagined. 

POParazzi.org averages about 
1,200 readers a month - a num- 
ber that has been steadily grow- 
ing since the site’s creation in 
May 2014. 

I get inundated with e-mails 
daily from many talented art- 
ists’ publicists hoping to get a 
feature, an interview or review. 
Am I making the kind of money 
5 Seconds of Summer made that 
night on their massive Rock Out 
With Your Socks Out Tour? No. 

Truthfully, what I’m getting 
from the expierience is more 
valuable than that. I get to see 
my favorite artists live, often for 
free; the photos I take of them 
often go viral. Those 5 Seconds 
of Summer photos were viewed 
by at least 150,000 people on 
my own tweet. This doesn’t 


only available for those on the 
team? The point of intramurals 
is for everyone to participate,” 
said Fuentes. 

“We understand the gym is 
crowded, especially during the 
winter. This is why we’ve decid- 
ed to lease the church gym down 
the street for our non-athlete 
students,” said William Letrent, 
dean of student life. 

Giving the opportunity to pur- 
sue a sport to a larger number of 


even take into account the many 
fan pages that copied the pic- 
tures on their own accounts and 
fan websites. 

I get to listen to great new art- 
ists and their music before it’s 
even released to the public. 

Most humbling is when I get 
support from the artists them- 
selves. Kris Allen, for example, 
sent me a sweet note thanking 
me for my review of his latest 
album and shared my review of 
that concert with his fans. 

Estonian artist Kerli - who is 
arguably my favorite musician - 
shocked me one day when she 
shared my review that remarked 
on how leaving her label and 
gaining artistic independence 
was the best thing for her career. 

It reminded me that my 
thoughts are getting read by 
many people — including the 
people I adore. 

That’s worth its weight in 
gold. 


students on campus could have 
a beneficial effect. 

“It’s just boring here some- 
times; I don’t know what I’d 
do if I didn’t play a sport,” said 
sophomore and lacrosse player 
Shane Thompson, “I think it’s a 
good idea.” 

The first opponent is the West 
Virginia University All Star Team 
on Oct. 20. 

Contact Jason Ottley 304-788- 
7088 for information. 
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Halloween Activities 


By Gretchen Shoemaker, 

Around Town Reporter 

The Keyser area offers several 
Halloween attractions. 

On Campus 

The Agriculture and For- 
estry Club and Equine Club at 
Potomac State College of West 
Virginia University is spon- 
soring its Haunted Barn at the 
College’s upper farm, which 
is located at the foot of Green 
Mountain. 

The Haunted Barn will be 
open on Thursday, Oct. 27, from 
8 p.m. to 12 p.m. and on Friday, 
Oct. 28, and Saturday, Oct. 29, 
from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Admission 
is $6 for adults and $5 for ages 
17 and younger. 

Green Springs, WV 

The House of the Setting Sun 
and Haunted Barn returns for 
another year in Green Springs, 
located 25 miles from PSC on 
Rt. 46 East. 

Starting Friday, Sept. 30, 

House of the Setting Sun will 
be open on Friday and Saturday 
7:30 p.m. until 11 p.m. Admis- 
sion is $10 for the Haunted 
House, $10 for the Haunted 
Woods, or $15 for both events. 

This year’s theme of the 
Haunted Woods is Zombie 
Games. For more information, 
call 304-492-4002. 

Maysville’s Zombie Paintball 
Hunt 

The Maysville Fire Depart- 
ment will be holding their annu- 
al Zombie Paintball Hunt, which 
is located in Maysville, 2.5 miles 
on Country Road (formerly 
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Zombies are taking over Halloween this 
year. 

Maysville Road) on the left. The 
Zombie Hunt is approximate- 
ly 22 miles from PSC campus. 
Starting every weekend until 
Saturday, Oct. 29, visitors will 
have a chance to take the zom- 
bies out. Remember to aim for 
the head! 

Cost of this event is $15 per 
person plus $5 for paintball 
refills. For more information, 
contact Maysville Fire Depart- 
ment at 304-749-7731. 
Brookedale’s Zombie Bustin’ 
Hayride and Paintball Hunt 

Brookedale Farm will be hold- 
ing a Zombie Bustin’ Hayride 
and Paintball Hunt this year. 

This attraction will be open 
through Oct. 22 from 5:30 p.m. 
until close. 

Cost is $10 for the first 50 
paintballs with a $5 refill 
charge. Brookdale Farm is locat- 
ed 1 5 miles from PSC campus 
on Georges Run Road, just left 
of Rt. 46 East. For more infor- 
mation call 304-298-3760. 


Volunteer Opportunities 


By Gretchen Shoemaker, 

Around Town Reporter 

Keyser has several opportu- 
nities for students, staff, and 
faculty to volunteer their time 
and efforts. 

This would be a great experi- 
ence for any student organiza- 
tions that may be interested in 
lending a helping a hand. 
Community Closet Cleanout 

Fall Community Closet Clea- 
nout is an unincorporated 
non-profit association held at 
Boyce-Houser Post 41 American 
Legion on Main Street in Keyser. 
Students can sort and organize 
clothing and small household 
items before and during the 
event. 

The Closet will be open Satur- 
day, Oct. 29, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. and 
Sunday, Oct. 30, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Open to everyone. 

Donations will be accepted on 
Friday, Oct. 28, from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. 

If anyone would like to do- 
nate their time or may have any 
unwanted items, this would be a 
wonderful opportunity to recycle 
and help others. 

Please contact Cheri’ Alt at 
304-813-5746 or Cheri Gannon 
at 304-813-0224. 

The event is coordinated by 
Alt and the Board of Directors 
partnering with Hands of the 
Potomac Highlands and PSC 
Office of Housing & Residence 
Life. 

Mineral County Humane So- 
ciety 

The Mineral County Humane 


Society is a small group of local 
animal lovers working to assist 
our four-legged friends, who 
cannot help themselves. 

The society donates materials 
to have dog houses built and 
works with other shelters to 
help find permanent homes for 
unwanted pets. These things 
are all made possible by those 
donating time to the projects, as 
well as the generous monetary 
donations of members and indi- 
viduals in the community. 

They meet every 3rd Tuesday 
at the Moose Lodge in Keyser 
at 7 p.m. New volunteers are 
welcome to come and join them 
as they help those in need. 

For more information, email 
brisimonel@gmail.com or 
gregncathy@hotmail.com or call 
304-813-6966. 

Angel Tree 

The Angel Tree was created in 
1995 with the support of Min- 
eral County Family Resource 
Network (MCFRN) to ensure 
that every child in Mineral 
County wakes up on Christmas 
morning with a present under 
the tree. 

Helen Cullen, project coordi- 
nator of Angel Tree, also does 
a yearly coat drive to ensure 
children stay warm throughout 
the winter. 

Volunteers help with the sort- 
ing and delivery of coats as well 
as the Angel Tree gifts. 

For more information, please 
contact Helen Cullen at 304- 
813-2018. 
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Author Speaks to Journalism Class 
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Ali Barrett and Molly Browning speak with John Temple, author of “American Pain,” 
after Temple’s presentation to Journalism 101 students. 


By Aaron Smith, Staff Writer 

How did two young Florid- 
ian men manage to open up a 
legal clinic that raked in over 
$200,000 a day selling oxyco- 
done to addicts? 

That’s what West Virginian 
author John Temple discussed 
during his comprehensive talk 
with Journalism 101 students at 
Potomac State College. 

Temple’s book, “American 
Pain,” provides an in-depth look 
at the now defunct Florida pill- 
mill clinic and its owners who 
profited enormously from the 
ability to prescribe oxycodone to 
hundreds of people a day. 

The pain clinic Temple wrote 
about in “American Pain” took 
advantage of lax prescription 
regulations and quickly garnered 
a reputation across the east 
coast for its ease in getting high 
doses of oxycodone. Temple’s 
research revealed that 46% of 
the patients in the Florida clinic 
were from Kentucky; other pa- 
tients came from states such as 
West Virginia, Tennessee, North 
Carolina and Ohio. 

Temple’s exploration for 
“American Pain” led him around 
the country, and he shared 
stories of the travels he took 
to obtain his research. Temple 
visited each location that the 
Florida pill mill occupied, noting 
that as the business grew, so did 
its facilities. 

The demand for oxycodone 
was so high that cash registers 
could not hold the amount of 


money the business would take 
in each day — trash bins were 
stored under the counter and 
would be switched out with an- 
other to be counted once full. 

Temple shared a rumor he 
encountered during his inves- 
tigations that at one point, the 

Trash cans filled with 
$200,000 cash! 


brothers who ran the business 
burned $ 1 bills so as to avoid 
having to count them. 

While Temple couldn’t verify 
the authenticity of every ru- 
mor he was told, he did find an 
unlikely confidant that helped 
in the telling of the pain clinic’s 
story. 

The clinic employed a “bounc- 
er” named Derik to deal with 


unruly patients, and Temple said 
he found Derik to be the “most 
honest” of the people he spoke 
to about the book. 

While others involved in the 
clinic often angled their respons- 
es, Derik was open and sincere. 
Temple shared the lengths he 
went to for his incredibly in- 
depth research, revealing he 
spoke to Derik everyday for sev- 
en months during Derik’s daily 
15-minute phone calls from 
prison. 

Temple did encounter many 
people who weren’t as forth- 
coming as Derik, but he told 
students that most people love 
to have their story told. 

“It’s a normal human im- 
pulse,” Temple said. He re- 
marked that as he and Derik 
talked over the seven months, 


Derik opened up more and 
began to find that talking about 
what he had been through 
helped him make sense of it. 

As an Associate Professor at 
West Virginia University’s Reed 
College of Media, Temple had 
an abundance of wisdom be- 
yond just his research process 
to share with the Journalism 
101 students at PSC. 

Temple spoke about the 
publishing process and what 
goes into a book’s cover design, 
sharing an endearing mock-up 
artwork one of his young sons 
had drawn and comparing it to 
the book’s final artwork. 

After his speech, Temple met 
with students and answered 
their questions, making a last- 
ing impression on the class. 

“I enjoyed hearing the process 
of how he did his research be- 
cause he used so many different 
sources. I hope to use some of 
the advice he gave on interview 
and structuring stories in my 
future writings,” said student 
Molly Browning. 

Fellow student Ali Barrett 
agreed, saying the work of Tem- 
ple and his fellow authors and 
journalists takes ‘true dedica- 
tion.’ 

The PSC Mary F. Shipper Li- 
brary has copies of the book. It 
can also be purchased in book- 
stores and online. 

To keep up with John Temple 
visit his website, JohnTemple- 
Books.com and like him on 
Facebook, @JohnTempleBooks. 




